Political Cartoons in U.S. History

Cartoons draw as much attention to a subject as the printed word. The cartoonist has developed the skill of the visual presentation of a point, at times bitter and sarcastic but nearly always with humor. It can become a powerful editorial. Political cartoons provide insight into the feelings of contemporaries to current events. Vocabulary of the cartoonist is one of wit and biting satire expressed through exaggeration of physical features and events. Political cartoonists, who reflect the subject or event in a favorable light, have rarely been acclaimed for their excellence. In reviewing the early history of the United States it appears that Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson bore the brunt of numerous frontal assaults by cartoonists of their day. Many of these early political cartoons are complex and seem to appeal to a more sophisticated audience than the cartoons of Thomas Nast, or contemporary artists such as Herb Block or Paul Conrad. The earlier cartoons, however, offer a good view of political history and provided an inquiring mind with numerous challenges in deciphering. It seems Ralph Waldo Emerson was correct when he wrote; "Caricatures are often the truest history of the times."
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The Election of 1912

Objective

1. Each student will select and analyze a political cartoon from the election of 2012. Select a cartoon printed in one of the newspapers or online sources from around the country during the run up to the election. Print or cut out the cartoon and so you can attach it to the Cartoon Analysis Worksheet. Submit the cartoon and complete the entire analysis for the assignment (5pts.).
2. Attach a copy of the cartoon to the separate sheet of paper and write a one-paragraph analysis (5-7 sentences) below the cartoon to be shared with class. (5 pts.). The analysis should explain:
· Idea / Topic / Theme

· Background

· Symbolism

· Humor / Wit / Pun

· Caricature (exaggerated or distorted features)

· Caption (title)

